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script, < by sweeping-out the distinctly false, and well discriminating the indubitable from what is still in part dubitable, sufficient twilight' (abridgeable in a high degree, I hope !) ' rises over the Affair, to render it visible in all its main features.'
The Voltaire-Hirsch Transaction:  Part I.   Origin of Lawsuit (10th November—25th December 1750)
'Saxon Steuer-Schein, some readers know, is, in the rough, equivalent to Exchequer Bill.    Payable at the Saxon Treasury ; to Prussians, in gold ; to all other men, in paper only,—which (thanks to Briihl and'his unheard-of expenditures and financierings) is now at a discount say of 25, or even 30 per cent.    By Article Eleventh of the Dresden Treaty of Peace, King Priedrich, if our readers have not forgotten., got stipulated, That all Prussian  holders of these Scheme should be paid  in  gold ; interest at the due days ; and at the due days principal itself:—in gold they, whatever became of others.    No farther specifications, as to proof, method,  limits  or  conditions  of any  kind,   occur  in  regard  to  this Eleventh Article;  which is a just one, beyond doubt, but most carelessly drawn-up.   Apparently it trusts altogether to the personal honesty of nil Prussian subjects:  "Prove yourself a Prussian subject, and we pay your Steuer-Schein in real money."    But now if a Saxon or other Non-Prussian, who can get no payment save in paper, were to have his Note  smuggled  or trafficked  over  into  Prussia,   and  presented as  a Prussian one?    In  our time,  such traffic would start on the morrow-morning ;  and in a week or two, all Notes whatsoever would be presented as Prussian, payable in gold !   Not so in those days ;—though a small contraband  of that kind does  by degrees threaten to establish itself, and Friedrich had to   publish severe rescripts  (one before this Hirsch-Voltaire business,1 one still severer after), and menace it down again.     The malpractice seems to   have  proved  menaceable  in  that manner; nor was any new arrangement made upon it,—no change, till the Steuer-Scheine, by their gradual terms, were all paid either in real money or imaginary, and thus, in the course of years, the thing burnt to the socket, and went out.'
Voltaire's rash Adventure, dangerous Navigation and gradual Wreck, in this Forbidden Sea of Steuer-Scheine,—will become conceivable to readers, on study diligent enough of the following Documents and select Details:
1 roth August 1748 (Seyfarth, . &»).